
Fulbourn Primary School Art Vocabulary 
(elements of art introduced) 

                Strand 
Phase 

Drawing Sketchbook/ 
ideas 
development  

Printing Painting Collage and 
textiles 

3D work Knowledge of 
art and artists 

EYFS drawing 
pencil 
pattern 
line 

straight 
wavy 
thin 
thick 
simple 
repeated 
bright 
dark 
rough 
smooth 
shape 
space 
colour 

press 
roll 
stamp 
rub 

powder paint 
thick brush 
thin brush 
easel 

cut 
tear 
rip 
stick 
sew 
weave 

roll 
squash 
squeeze 
 

like 
dislike 
artist 
painter 
 

Year 1/2  
 
 

tone 
shade 
smudge 
pastel 
chalk 
sketch 
cross-hatched 
straight 
fluid 

experiment 
texture 
contrast 
complement 
dull 
warm/hot 
cool/cold  
primary 
secondary 

printing 
repeat 
roller 
monoprint 
collagraph 

colour wheel 
tint 
hue 
watercolour 
poster paint 
acrylic paint 
bristles 
dab 
dot 

collage 
mixed media 
plaiting 
dip-dye 
stitch 
running stitch 
backstitch 
needle, eye 
thread 

sculpture 
mould 
carve 
natural clay 
framework 
tool 
form 

background 
foreground 
landscape 
portrait 
illustration 
sculptor 
designer 



observational 
drawing 
outline / fill 

(referring to 
the colour 
wheel) 
glossy / matt 
shadow 
highlights 
geometric 
curved 

flick / splatter dye 
fabric 

Year 3/4  
 
 

graphite 
charcoal 
hard / soft 
stipple 
continuous / 
broken line 
portrait 
features 
proportion 

functional /  
decorative 
man-made /  
natural  
tertiary colour 
organic / 
geometric 
alter 
exaggerate 
silhouette 
value 
 

 gradation 
colour wash 
dry brushing 
sgraffito 

tessellation 
cross stitch 
applique  
tapestry 
 

coiling 
free-standing / 
supported 
slip 
ceramic 
glaze 
malleable 

perspective 
middle ground 
detailed 
abstract 
realism 
 
 

Year 5/6 movement 
illusion 
realism 

vivid / muted 
 

replicate 
motif 
symmetry 
asymmetry 
reflection  
rotation 
impression 

 montage 
overlapping 
visual 
tactile 
embellishment 
mosaic 
tile 
grout 
varnish 

Modroc 
wire netting 
form 
 

negative 
space 
positive space 
figurative 
 

 



 


